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SCO Tower Control

A school hires a new SCO and submits an updated 22-8794. 

The SCO regularly reviews VA advisories and attends training. 

The school changes rates but never submits the change to the SAA.

Cleared Grounded

The SCO regularly reviews records to verify they are current and complete.

Student records are 100% electronic with no ability to produce paper copies.

SCO created a welcome document for all new VA students with resources.
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INTRODUCTIONS FOUNDATIONS BREAK APPROVAL

RESOURCES BREAK Q&A

Agenda
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Housekeeping
Microphones and chat will be disabled for much of each session to minimize 
distractions.  

Live Captioning can be enabled by selecting the three 
ellipses/More, the Language and Speech in the top banner.

If you experience technical issues, logging out and back in typically resolves the 
problem.

Please provide thoughtful feedback when completing the satisfaction survey.

Links to slides and conference materials will be shared throughout the sessions 
and via GovDelivery after the conference.
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Disclaimer
The information shared in the sessions for this conference 

should be considered talking points for discussion and 
information sharing. More comprehensive information may 

be available through other Veterans Affairs resources. 

Information in these presentations was 
current and correct on the date given.
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As required by Section 305 of the Harry W. Colmery Veterans 
Educational Assistance Act of 2017, School Certifying Officials 
(SCOs) at Covered Educational Institutions must 
complete annual training administered by the Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA).

A Covered Educational Institution is an educational institution 
that has enrolled 20 or more VA students using assistance 
under Title 38 United Stated Code during a calendar year.

This session qualifies for annual 
training credit.  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.benefits.va.gov%2Fgibill%2Fforevergibill.asp&data=05%7C01%7C%7C8e1f34a174b94d829b1108da440b1e1f%7Ce95f1b23abaf45ee821db7ab251ab3bf%7C0%7C0%7C637897111778228048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=avLhudlpod5z%2Faq1gWOZaaHi3%2FB6iSL9k8HtAnizdoE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.benefits.va.gov%2Fgibill%2Fforevergibill.asp&data=05%7C01%7C%7C8e1f34a174b94d829b1108da440b1e1f%7Ce95f1b23abaf45ee821db7ab251ab3bf%7C0%7C0%7C637897111778228048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=avLhudlpod5z%2Faq1gWOZaaHi3%2FB6iSL9k8HtAnizdoE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.benefits.va.gov%2Fgibill%2Fforevergibill.asp&data=05%7C01%7C%7C8e1f34a174b94d829b1108da440b1e1f%7Ce95f1b23abaf45ee821db7ab251ab3bf%7C0%7C0%7C637897111778228048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=avLhudlpod5z%2Faq1gWOZaaHi3%2FB6iSL9k8HtAnizdoE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.benefits.va.gov/gibill/resources/education_resources/school_certifying_officials/online_sco_training.asp
https://www.benefits.va.gov/gibill/resources/education_resources/school_certifying_officials/covered_institutions.asp


8

FACCS 
Approval
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Learning Objectives

State the legal authority governing approval of flight training programs

Cite FAA regulations governing flight training payable for VA education benefits

List the school approval documents

Identify key FAA approval documents

By the end of this session, you will be able to:
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Legal Authority for Approval
In this section, we will discuss:

Areas of Responsibility

Approval Regulations

Contact your SAA

https://nasaa-vetseducation.com/nasaa-contacts/
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Areas of Responsibility

SAAs approve courses at 
private profit and non-
profit flight schools and 
public flight schools that 

are not aero clubs.

SAA 
Approval

SAAs conducts initial inspection visits, 
as required, and determines if school 

and courses meet approval criteria

VA 
Approval

VA has exclusive 
jurisdiction over approval 

of flight courses offered by 
aero clubs and acts as the 

SAA for these schools

VA may also act as the SAA if the state elects 
not to designate an SAA or does not accept the 

VA Cooperative Agreement.

FAA 
Approval

Flight schools must have a FAA approved 
Training Course Outline (TCO) with 

syllabus and an Air Agency Certificate 
(AAC) with Letter of Authorization (LOA) 
issues by the FAA prior to application for 

approval of VA education benefits.

Flight Standard District Offices 
(FSDO) act as an extension of the 

FAA and approve flight and 
ground training curricula at 

flight schools under their 
geographic jurisdiction and issue 

Air Agency Certificates (AAC).
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Who approves flight courses for VA education 
benefits at private profit, non-profit, and 
public flight schools that are not aero clubs?

a. VA
b. FAA
c. Department of Education
d. State Approving Agencies
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Correct Answer

State Approving Agencies
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Approval Regulation

38 USC 3672
“Deemed Approved”

States a flight training course is deemed 
approved if it is approved by the FAA and 
offered by a certified pilot school with a 
valid FAA pilot school certificate.
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FAA Regulations
In this section, we will discuss:

14 CFR part 61

14 CFR part 63

14 CFR part 141

14 CFR part 142
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14 CFR part 61

With minor exception and exemption…..

Courses at a Vocational Flight School 
should never be State Approving 
Agency (SAA) approved for VA 
training under 14 CFR Part 61.
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14 CFR part 63

Part 63 provides the requirements for schools and courses to train flight 
engineers.

  

     

Payable for VA Education 
Benefits
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14 CFR part 141

Part 141 specifies requirements for schools to train students for pilot 
certificates and ratings.

  

     

Payable for VA Education 
Benefits
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14 CFR part 142

Part 142 specifies the requirements for aviation training centers.

  

     

Payable for VA Education 
Benefits
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School Approval Documents
In this section, we will discuss:

School Publication

Veterans’ Information Bulletin
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School Publication

Requirement:  
School publications are required of all facilities approved for VA education benefits.  

Problem:
Many flight school publications do not include all the information required for SAA 
approval of flight training programs.  

Solution:
SAAs will provide a template
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Veterans’ Information Bulletin

Veterans’ Information Bulletins are specific to vocational flight schools.  They are 
targeted to VA students and include required policies, staff, courses, and all other 

applicable items.  
*Remember*

A VIB is an example of 
what a school can 
provide to their 
SAA.  Even though this 
is a template, it must 
be updated when your 
school has any changes 
to courses, policies, 
rates, aircraft, AAC, or 
LOA.
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VIB Example
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Are schools required to submit VIBs to the 
SAA for approval?

a. Yes
b. No
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Correct Answer

No
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FAA Approval Documents
In this section, we will discuss:

Air Agency Certificate

Letter of Authorization

Training Course Outline

Syllabus
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Air Agency Certificate

Air Agency Certificate (AAC)

The AAC is issued by the FAA to 
schools authorizing them to 
offer courses of instruction 
leading to pilot licenses and 

ratings.  It lists the specific flight 
programs approved by the FAA.  
Your AAC must be prominently 

displayed at your school.

14 CFR part 141.19
Display of Certificate

 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-H/part-141/subpart-A/section-141.19
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-H/part-141/subpart-A/section-141.19
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-H/part-141/subpart-A/section-141.19
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-H/part-141/subpart-A/section-141.19
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Letter of Authorization

Letter of Authorization (LOA)

A LOA must accompany the AAC 
and is issued to the school with 
the AAC.  It provides a listing of 
the specific programs that have 
been authorized for the school 

to offer.  It expires the same 
time as the AAC.
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Training Course Outline

Training Course Outline (TCO)

Flight training programs 
approved for Veterans training 

must have an FAA approved 
TCO.  A TCO normally contains 
details of the school’s facilities, 
approved aircraft, instructors, 

procedures for operations, 
airspace and airfield facilities, 

and a training syllabus for each 
flight training program. The TCO 
shows the total approved hours 

by the FAA.
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Training Syllabus

Training Syllabus

The training syllabus is 
generally comprised of all 

lessons, both ground and flight 
training, which must be 

successfully completed prior to 
taking the FAA 

licensing/certification check ride 
for the program 

of training. The approved 
syllabus must match approved 

TCO hours. The syllabus is 
usually stamped as 

approved by the FSDO on the 
first, or title page.
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True or False
A flight school offering training under Part 
141 will receive an AAC with no expiration 
date.
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Correct Answer

False
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Summary

State the legal authority governing approval of flight training programs

Cite FAA regulations governing flight training payable for VA education benefits

List the school approval documents

Identify key FAA approval documents

You should now be able to:
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